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Alumni-Faculty Forum: Free Speech and Fake News
May 31 @ 2:30 pm - 3:45 pm

Moderator: Keith E. Whittington, William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Politics. Panelists: John
Stossel ’69, Stossel TV; Cheryl Gould ’74, Senior Vice President, NBC News; Brian Dickerson ’79,
Editorial Page Editor, Detroit Free Press/USA Today Network; Tom Nagorski ’84, Executive Vice
President, Asia Society; and Jeanette Beebe ’14, Healthcare and Technology Journalist (Forbes,
NPR/WHYY, Fast Company, Scienti�c American) and Daily Newsletter Writer, Center for
Cooperative Media. Sponsored by the Alumni Association of Princeton University.

Keith E. Whittington 
Keith E. Whittington is the William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Politics at Princeton
University. He writes about American constitutional law, politics and history and American
political thought. He has been a visiting professor at the University of Texas School of Law, is a
member of the American Academy of the Arts and Sciences, and is currently a fellow with the
National Center for Free Speech and Civic Engagement. He did his undergraduate work at the



University of Texas at Austin and completed his Ph.D. in political science at Yale University. His
most recent books include Speak Freely: Why Universities Must Defend Free Speech and
Repugnant Laws: Judicial Review of Acts of Congress from the Founding to the Present. He is
currently completing two books, Constitutional Crises, Real and Imagined and The Idea of
Democracy in America, from the American Revolution to the Gilded Age.

John Stossel ’69 
Found Princeton lectures boring, so delayed going to U Chicago School of Hospital
Administration to see if work would make me appreciate school. Got a job in a TV Newsroom in
Oregon. Found work is BETTER than school. Created TV “consumer” reporting, hired by CBS in
NYC, then ABC’s 20/20 and Good Morning America. Eventually decided “consumer protection”
legislation harms more than it helps. Became a libertarian zealot for free-markets. Hosted
20/20 with Barbara Walters. Fought with ABC. Moved to Fox.  Seven years later, told by my son,
“Young people won’t listen to your free-market argument while you are on Fox, and anyway,
you don’t need a network anymore,” I gave up my Fox Business TV show to do short “Stossel TV”
videos we post weekly on YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. I’m told we get millions of
“hits”. Is that true?  Who knows? But now (if I can raise the funds) I get to do libertarian videos I
want to do.

Cheryl Gould ’74 
Cheryl Gould worked at NBC News for four decades before her retirement as Senior Vice
President in 2014. She was the �rst female Executive Producer of a network nightly newscast
and is known as a pioneer and mentor for women in the industry. Prior to her executive
positions, she spent a decade at NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw in the roles of foreign
editor, domestic editor, senior broadcast producer, and executive producer. She has produced
live broadcasts from all over the U.S., Europe, the Middle East, and the Far East. Ms. Gould was
a creator and senior producer of the award-winning NBC News Overnight with Linda Ellerbee.
She has won numerous awards including Emmy’s, a Dupont, and an Edward R Murrow Prize. 
NBC News was the only US network in Berlin the night the Wall unexpectedly was brought
down; she was in the control room guiding Brokaw through the live broadcast as events
unfolded.  Gould was a radio correspondent and television �eld producer for NBC’s Paris and
London bureaus, having begun her career as a radio and TV reporter in Rochester, NY.
Currently, she is the jury chair of the Columbia Dupont Awards which honors excellence in
broadcast and digital journalism, is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and is a
working board member of the press advocacy group The Committee to Protect Journalists for
which she joined a mission to win the release of a jailed Tunisian journalist. She was a keynote
speaker for a Middle East conference on freedom of expression in Beirut. She has written for



the New York Times, Newsweek, and NBCNews.com for which she wrote about �ghting for
press freedom.  

Brian Dickerson ’79 
Brian Dickerson began his journalism career at the Miami Herald, where he became a columnist
and a member of the newspaper’s editorial board when he was 25. He became the Sunday
magazine editor at the Detroit Free Press in 1988 and served as president of the national
Sunday Magazine Editors Association. He was named the Free Press Editorial Page Editor in
2017. As a columnist whose work is distributed by the USA Today network, he has commented
frequently on national and state politics, Supreme Court jurisprudence, higher education, end-
of-life issues, and virtually every other public policy issue. 

Tom Nagorski ’84 
Tom Nagorski became Executive Vice President of the Asia Society following a three-decade
career in journalism — having served most recently as Managing Editor for International
Coverage at ABC News. Before that, he was foreign editor for ABC’s “World News Tonight with
Peter Jennings”, and a reporter and producer based in Russia, Germany and Thailand. Nagorski
was the recipient of eight Emmy awards and the Dupont Award for excellence in international
coverage, as well as a fellowship from the Henry Luce Foundation. He has written for several
publications and is the author of “Miracles on the Water: The Heroic Survivors of a World War II
U-Boat Attack.” Nagorski is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Advisory Board of
the Committee to Protect Journalists and a program advisor to the Brooklyn Historical Society.
He lives in Brooklyn with his wife and two children.

Jeanette Beebe ’14 
Jeanette Beebe is an independent journalist focused on medicine, technology and the politics
and policies that propel health care. Her reporting has appeared in Forbes, NPR/WHYY,
PBS/Next Avenue, Fast Company, The Daily Beast, and Scienti�c American. This spring, her
report on health data privacy was featured in the Aspen Institute’s “Five Best Ideas of the Day.”
Her work as a freelance recordist has been broadcast by the BBC, Gimlet Media, KALW, WBUR,
and NPR/ProPublica’s “Lost Mothers” series, which was a �nalist for the Pulitzer Prize for
Explanatory Reporting. She also writes a daily newsletter for the Center for Cooperative
Media’s NJ News Commons, a network of over 280 local news partners across New Jersey. She
got her start in journalism at the Daily Princetonian, where she interviewed voting machine
researchers who later sounded the alarm that made international headlines.
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